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Red Rock Corridor
Washington County

Map of the corridor

Project at a glance

Current Status:

Extended Alternatives Analysis

Preferred mode:
Commuter Rail

New Starts or Non-New Starts:
New Starts

Cities served: Cottage Grove,
Denmark Township, Hastings,
Minneapolis, Newport, St. Paul,
and St. Paul Park

Length of transitway: 30 miles

Number of stations served: 8

Annual number of rides:
425,000 weekday riders

Total estimated cost:
$675,000,000 to $720,000,000

Timeline/Phases

2009-2011: Station Area and Site
Master Planning

2012-2014: Advanced Alternatives
Analysis and Environmental
Impact Statement

2015-2016: Preliminary
Engineering

2017: Final Design

2018-2020: Right-of-Way and
Construction (Phase 1- Hastings to
St. Paul Segment)

2021-2023: Right-of-Way and
Construction (Phase 2 – St. Paul
to Minneapolis Segment)

Overview

 The Red Rock Corridor is a 30-mile transitway that runs from Hastings, Minn.,

through downtown St. Paul to Minneapolis. The corridor includes Trunk Highway

(TH) 61 and Interstate 94 and both the Canadian Pacific (CP) and Burlington

Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail lines with connections to the Union Depot in St.

Paul and the Interchange in Minneapolis. The Alternatives Analysis completed in

2007 identified commuter rail as the long-term transit investment for the corridor.

Expanding bus service, increasing bus frequency and providing additional park-

and-ride facilities are the adopted strategies towards building transit ridership in

the corridor prior to the construction of commuter rail.

Station Area Planning

 A station area planning study for the southeast stations of the Red Rock Corridor

was completed in 2011. The work conducted for this study will be used in the

development of station areas that can serve express bus service in the interim

and transition to commuter rail in the long term.

Newport Transit Station

 In 2010, the Washington County Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA)

purchased the former Knox Lumber site near the intersection of U.S. Highway 61

and Interstate 494 for Newport’s future Red Rock Corridor transit station.

Preliminary design and engineering of the transit station will begin in 2012 and

construction in 2012/2013. Once open, the transit facility will initially be served by

express bus service to downtown St. Paul.

A good investment

 The Corridor has seen recent population growth at a rate more than twice the

state’s average. In the next 20 years, the southeast sector of the metropolitan

area is projected to add more than 100,000 new residents.

 The Corridor is the most viable transit option for the southeast metro, with

connections to other transportation routes, including high-speed rail to Chicago

and the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project.

 For daily commuters to downtown St. Paul and Minneapolis, the Red Rock

Corridor will guarantee minimal transfers, allowing for a faster and more efficient

ride.
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Rush Line Corridor
Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority

Map of the corridor

Map of corridor

Project at a glance

Current status:

Advanced Alternatives Analysis

Preferred mode: Light Rail Transit
and Bus Rapid Transit are
proposed for additional analysis

New Starts or Non-New Starts:
New Starts

Cities served: Centerville, Forest
Lake, Gem Lake, Hugo, Lino
Lakes, Little Canada, Maplewood,
St. Paul, Vadnais Heights, White
Bear Lake, White Bear Township.
Cities along the Corridor north of
initial terminus: Harris, Hinckley,
North Branch, Pine City, Rock
Creek, Rush City, Stacy, and
Wyoming.

Length of corridor: 80 miles, with
11 to 26 miles of fixed guideway

Number of stations served:
10 to 11

Annual number of rides:
1,560,000 to 2,640,000

Total estimated cost:
$300,000,000 to $600,000,000

Timeline/Phases

2012-2014:
Advanced Alternatives Analysis

2015-2016:
Preliminary Engineering

2017: Final Design

2018-2021: Construction

Rush Line Corridor supports jobs in the corridor

 Total study area employment 190,000 (2000), 261,000 (projected 2030) an

increase of 71,000 jobs.

 Corridor provides transit alternatives to major employment centers including

Maplewood Mall, Beacon Bluff Business Center, St. John’s Hospital, Buerkle

Business Park, and Grand Casino Hinckley.

A good investment

 The 80 mile Rush Line Corridor begins at the Union Depot in St. Paul and

generally follows Highway 61 and Interstate 35/35E north through Ramsey,

Anoka, Washington, Chisago, and Pine Counties to Hinckley.

Alternatives Analysis

Completed in November 2009, the Rush Line Corridor Alternatives Analysis

(available at www.rushline.org) analyzed multiple transit alternatives for the Corridor

including commuter rail, bus rapid transit, and light rail transit. The results of the

analysis show that the two highest scoring alternatives are:

 Bus rapid transit(BRT) on I-35E/35 from the Union Depot in downtown St. Paul

to the Forest Lake area (a distance of 26 miles)

 Light rail transit (LRT) on the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority right-

of-way from the Union Depot in downtown St. Paul to Hwy 96 in White Bear

Lake (a distance of 11 miles).

Following input from the public, the task force concluded that both alternatives should

continue to be analyzed as part of an Advanced Alternatives Analysis (Advanced AA)

to more acc-urately determine the impacts, benefits, costs, and ridership for each

alternative. Following completion of environmental work a single alternative will be

chosen.

In 2012, Washington County will purchase one-half mile of BNSF railroad right-of-way

along Highway 61 in the City of Hugo to support future Rush Line transitway

development.

The Rush Line Corridor will continue to promote transit service in Chisago and Pine

Counties to encourage a proactive approach to development that allows for

extensions of the Corridor to the north as demands warrants.
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Southwest Light Rail Transit
Metropolitan Council and Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority

Project at a glance

Current status:

Preliminary Engineering

Preferred mode:
Light Rail Transit

New Starts or Non-New Starts:
New Starts

Cities served:
Eden Prairie, Hopkins,
Minneapolis, Minnetonka, St. Louis
Park, Edina

Length of transitway:
15 miles

Number of stations served:
17

Annual number of rides:
9,817,460 (2030)

Total estimated cost:
$1,250,000,000

Timeline/Phases

2011-2013:
Preliminary Engineering

2013-2014: Final Design

2014-2017: Construction

2018: Begin Passenger Service

Southwest Light Rail Transit supports jobs in the corridor

 The Southwest Light Rail Transit line will connect to the Hiawatha and Central

Corridor Light Rail Transit lines, the Northstar Commuter Rail line, and high-

frequency bus routes in downtown Minneapolis, providing connections to the

Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport, Mall of America, University of Minnesota, State

Capital and downtown St. Paul.

 The line will provide a new transportation option for the existing 210,000

employees who work in the corridor as well as 60,000 new jobs that are

forecasted by 2030.

 UnitedHealth Group, the largest Fortune 500 company in Minnesota, is planning

to add a third campus location along the corridor. UnitedHealth’s 6,000

employees will be part of the 60,000 new jobs that are forecasted by 2030.

A good investment

 Ridership on the line is expected to be close to 30,000 trips per day (2030).

 Local chambers of commerce representing southwest metro area businesses

formed a business coalition called the Southwest Transitway Alliance to promote

the development of a Southwest LRT line. Led by the TwinWest Chamber of

Commerce and the Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce, this coalition

provides a unified business voice for the project.

 The line will connect major activity centers in the region including downtown

Minneapolis, Minneapolis Chain of Lakes, Methodist Hospital, the Opus/Golden

Triangle employment area (the region’s sixth largest job center), and the Eden

Prairie Center Mall.

 Delivery of Southwest LRT will create an estimated 150 design, engineering and

management jobs; 3,500 construction jobs and 175 permanent operations and

maintenance jobs.

"With more congestion and traffic, businesses would like to be able to help employees
get to and from their jobs, and to help move products more quickly through the metro
area. The public mind set has changed tremendously in the last few years--it's grown
in support for a Southwest Light Rail Transit line."

-Dan Duffy, Duffy Architects
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